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This program was presented for anyone who has taken Innovative’s load profile training 
or anyone who is thinking of taking it. 
 
Cheryl took the training in September 2000; she is not a programmer and only had a little 
UNIX background, but has been able to use what she learned. 
 
What are load profiles?  Cheryl explained that they are tables that are invoked when 
loading records, that are hidden from users unless they have taken the training, and are 
then accessed via the Read/Write MARC menu option.  They are used to determine the 
type of records to load, to specify which default template to use, contain overlay 
instructions, indexing instructions, and can be used to insert, remove, or manipulate data. 
 
Why take the training and create your own load profiles?  First it is useful for learning 
what you have now on your system.  Second, it gives you the ability to edit existing 
profiles and create new ones.  Third, it allows you to manipulate large files of existing 
records or load new ones from vendors [more of whom are providing MARC records].  
Finally, it is cost effective: the training is $850 plus travel cost, but purchasing profiling 
from III is $2500 each time. 
 
At the University of Miami library, they purchased netLibrary and EEBO records in 
December 2000 and continue to purchase records from other vendors.  They need to load 
these records into their Innopac and in the process be able to change certain elements of 
those MARC records from the way they are received from the vendor to the way that U 
of M wants them in their catalog.  This includes things like moving data between fields, 
inserting MARC fields and subfields, and updating locations. 
 
Cheryl also has found the MARCedit freeware program to be very useful for 
manipulating data prior to loading.  In some cases this program can be used in 
conjunction with load tables to achieve the desired results.  The MARCEdit program is 
available at: http://ucs.orst.edu/~reeset/marcedit/html/index.html. 
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Michael used to work for Innovative and has a background with load profiles because of 
that.  He works with a consortium of four university libraries and they do not always 
want the same things in their records from one library to the next.  Recently some of the 
libraries have started using GOBI records and later overlaying with full OCLC records.  
This caused a problem due to an incompatibility in the overlay field [ISBN].  Michael can 
pull the records out of the Innopac and reload them through a profile he created and solve 
that problem plus an issue with call numbers. 
 
After Cheryl and Michael both talked about their specific projects [see their presentation 
at http://www.innovativeusers.org/iug2002/programs/F5 for more details] they hosted a 
question and answer time.  Also present was Matt Ciszek from III, the current load 
profile instructor and he provided some answers as well.  Questions and comments 
included: 
 

 III charges for reindexing – is it possible to do this with load profiling?  Yes, but 
very complex.  Matt pointed out that global update in MilCat will do this well. 

 Be careful about making your records too customized in the event that you make 
them too non-standard and someday have to share. 

 What requires a load profile?  Generally, if you start getting records from a new 
vendor, you will need a new load profile. 

 Can you create a load profile for formats other than MARC?  Matt says that is 
probably coming next year in an advanced training, possibly along with export 
table creation. 

 What level of support is available from III after you’ve had training?  You can 
still buy profiling whenever you want, plus they still fully support any existing 
tables that they created that you have not altered significantly.  If you are doing 
something and are stumped on a little problem, they can probably help but if you 
have a big problem or make a big mess, they will charge to correct things. 

 How do you handle changes that affect all load profiles [like OCLC creates a new 
field]?  Most places make the changes themselves.  Matt commented that 
maintenance is a big reason many people take the class. 

 You can output all your load profiles to Excel to see what they look like.  Matt 
commented that the user manual now has a list of about 20 standard tables and 
what they do. 

 Matt commented that the helpdesk can tell you which profile goes with which 
Read/Write MARC function on your Innopac. 

 Several comments that it is crucial to keep a log of changes you make to your 
profiles.  You can do this by keeping copies of files, putting comments in the 
profile, etc.  III is making an effort to do that when they make changes to a profile 
on your system. 

 The training is being bundled into new implementations for those who want it. 
 The ability to delete profiles on your Innopac is also coming [probably R2003]. 

 
 

 
Reporter:  Lynette Erhardt, Tulsa City County Library 
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