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The presenters offered the following introductory comments that might generally apply to 
implementing any new III products.  Before making a decision to implement a new 
product, they recommend letting the product “age.”  Waiting until about 30% of the III 
libraries have implemented seems to be a critical mass for implementing a product that 
has most of the bugs worked out.  Look at other libraries for ideas for the html encoding, 
screen layouts, help screens and for ways to market the new product.   
 
In preparing to implement AVS searching, specifically, look at other catalogs to see what 
fields they are indexing to see if there are changes you would like to make as you 
transition from the keyword index (w) to the Advanced indexing (x, y, z), and determine 
which indexes they have chosen to offer the public.  Assess the functional benefits.  
Some clear advantages to this product are the adjacency searching (New Mexico, instead 
of New and Mexico), additional MARC fields that can be added to the word index at this 
time, the ability to pre-limit a search, the ability to search “segments” (words only in 
title), and search speed. 
 
Ask what will be lost.  For this product, they identified the following:  1)  the implied 
“and” search to which patrons are accustomed; 2)  this product does not translate well 
into the character-based catalog because the help screens are too limited and not linkable, 
and 3)  you must choose alpha or date as sorting order in character-based. 
 
Choose a date for implementation that will be relatively quiet, so that the impact of any 
problems will be minimal.  For an academic library this will probably be the summer, for 
a public library, the weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas tend to be relatively 
quiet. 
 
As you consider the additional indexing, try to think about expanding retrieval and think 
of hypothetical examples.  Look at MARC fields that are standard, since non-standard 
fields will not present consistent results.  You can test your hypothetical examples with 
create list to see how retrieval will be affected (e.g., 5xx (Note) has Russian and language 
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= Russian will simulate an x search word = Russian and limit by language = Russian if 
the 5xx fields are placed in the x word index). 
 
Because of the changes in how the word search works, it is important to market your new 
product.  A committee representing your patrons is a good group to involve early for their 
feedback. 
 
Screen design takes time.  Individual libraries can decide which searches to offer.  The 
presenters agreed with III that the “z” search should not be offered to the public.  Most 
libraries they reviewed made the “x” search the only search because it incorporates 
everything the “y” search can do.  The “y” search can be offered either directly from the 
main menu screen, or can be embedded in the help screens, if the library would like to 
provide it.  The public libraries didn’t want a drastic change, so they kept a similar look 
and a single search screen by offering only the “x” search.  Jim recommended using the 
WWWOPTION setting ASSEARCH = 1, which lets the x search default to an “and” 
search if there are no adjacency hits.  ASSEARCH = 0 gives the patron a no hits message 
for a failed search which might provide better for precision for experienced searchers. 
 
Finally Jim offered some good examples of AVS implementation:  Iowa City, IA, 
Jefferson County, CO, and Fort Collins, CO. 
 
Question/Answer and Comments Period: 
 
1.  Comment from an INN-Reach central site:  They are looking forward to implementing 
AVS, but advise other sites to be cautious about being creative.  Modifying the traditional 
uses of MARC fields may not translate well into a central database. 
 
2.  Does AVS replace the old keyword index? 
-Yes, in early implementation you may have been able to retain it, but that is not the case 
now. 
 
3.  Can you test your indexing?  Is there a demo or test port? 
-No.  You can use other library site to test searching, email them to ask about indexing.  
Generally, it is not too difficult to see how others index for the searches.  Jim was more 
concerned with the unforeseen because you had to be live to see how it would actually 
perform,  Mieko commented that you must have the search screens ready prior to 
reindexing, they don’t work but you can see what the patron sees and get some early 
feedback.  The product has been around for awhile now and most of the problems seem 
to be ironed out. 
 
4.  Comment:  Advise the staff early that the “and” search as  default will go away and 
demo other sites for them so that they are ready for the change.  It will also affect 
technical services, since a staff “w” search will no longer be available and they will need 
to use either the “x” or “y”.  (e.g., “Record:  wturtles” will no longer retrieve a browse 
screen; staff must use either xturtles or yturtles.) 
 



5.  In a future release, there will be an option to set a default search to “and”, with that 
coming, do you still need to train staff? 
-Yes.  Mieko recommends training because we do not know how this enhancement will 
work yet.  The x and y searches provide more flexibility in some ways.  Jim noted that 
limiting is also more complex and requires staff training.  You can use many modifiers at 
once, but you can’t use two modifiers within the same pulldown menu.  For example, you 
can’t limit the search by DVD and VHS (two MAT TYPES) at the same time, but you 
can modify by VHS, adult, English Language and Publication date after 1990 at the same 
time. 
 
6.  Comments:  All constructed URL word searches you may have added to your web 
pages must be modified.  Note that the x and y files and screens work the same.  You 
could offer the x as your default and use y for experimentation and testing. 
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