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This Program will review the history of the Innovative password/authorization file; 
explain how the password file came to be separated out between telnet authorizations (1-
99) and Millennium and Guicat authentications (101 - ); describe some of the instances in 
which authorizations below 100 are required to perform some Millennium tasks; and 
offer some insights into Innovative’s plans for future development of the password file.   
 
Prior to the conference, references to the parts of the Innovative User Manual relating to 
this topic were published at:  http://www.innovativeusers.org/iug2002/programs/F2/. 
 
Fred introduced the panel and explained that this was not a “how-to” session but a review 
of the evolution of the password authentication file and noted that this was still a “work 
in progress”.  The idea for this program came about because of the discussion on the 
Innopacusers list. 
 
Fred polled the audience to get some idea of the affiliations – Academic, public, Law, 
etc.  There was a good mix of users represented.  Fred then asked for questions from the 
audience that they hoped would be answered during the presentation.  Some examples: 
 

• Is there a way to approach the file from the work being done? 
• Why does the same function apparently appear in two places? 
• Why can’t there be a single place, chapter, unit, etc., in the Manual to cover 

passwords? 
• Could the system provide access to password information without allowing 

changes? 
 
Brief history (Fred) 

• All telnet 
o Password file had 99 slots 
o There was flexibility to password very specific functions for the users 

resulting in individual, unique password files with no consistency in 
assigning the same password number to the same function across the 

http://www.innovativeusers.org/iug2002/proceedings/
http://www.innovativeusers.org/iug2002/programs/F2/
http://www.innovativeusers.org/iug2002/programs/F2/


board.  Example Password 36 is now “merge patrons”, older sites may 
have used 36 and 37 for ILL.  If these sites want to standardize file, they’ll 
need to contact the help desk and have these passwords moved to 64 and 
65. 

o Problem: lack of standardization could lead to confusion at help desk 
• GUICAT 

o Needed password numbers above 100 to use GUICAT 
• Millennium 

o Introducing a more systematic approach with standardized passworded 
functions across the board for all systems. 

o No more user specific password assignment requests 
o More options available to password functions or not. 

• If your system is totally telnet, you need only the password numbers 0 to 99. 
• If you do turn on the password functions from 100 +, make sure the authorizations 

are set first.  If you don’t do this, you are going to receive immediate and 
complaining phone calls from irate staff who have been locked out of functions 
that they have been working with for eons. 

 
Currently 

• Password authorizations will continue to be a mixture of character-based (telnet) 
and millennium for the immediate future because some functions such as ILL and 
materials booking are still character-based. 

• Error in Manual – 169 is not the logout for Mil Checkout, 170 is. 
• As more functions are transferred to Millennium and users discontinue using the 

character based system, the early passwords will fade out 
• Passwords over 100 

o III working to standardize 
o Generally, no special authorizations will be allowed 
o III will accept suggestions to consider these special authorization requests 

as an enhancement and if approved, will make it available for all. 
 
Future 

• Move functionality to Millennium 
• Expand password file to 700 lines.  Examples: 

o 201 – 300 General functions 
o 301 – 350 Mil Cataloging 
o 351 – 400 Mil Circ 
o 401 – 450 Mil Acquisitions 
o 451 – 500 Mil Serials 
o 501 – 550 Mil ILL 
o 551 – 600 WEB Products 
o 601 – 603 Mil Media 
o 604 – 700 Future use 

• Idea from the audience: Allow others to have access to parts of the password file 
to update.  Example:  Circ supervisor would be allowed to update those parts of 
password file related to Circ functions. 



 
Questions from audience 

• Why is the “free busy record” function at 29 and also in the 100’s? A: Free busy 
in the 100s is to enable this function for GuiCat. 

• Suggestion:  review password file occasionally and clear problems.  If you see 
duplicate functions call the Help Desk to ask why. 

• If we are a new system with functions 100 + turned on, do we still need to use 0 
to 99?  Yes, you may still need to map to both. 

• Comment from audience:  some enhancements from Circ may require turning on 
and mapping to password functions over 100 even though still using only text-
based. 

• Comment:  turn all on but review regularly. 
• Comment and complaint:  There should be one place in documentation for all 

password authorization information. 
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